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Non-segregation

. Since the government has adopted a
ngﬂwﬂ' non-segregation policy, how can the
Church maintain a doctrine of segregation which denies
Negroes the right to hold the priesthood?”

CAW wer During the past decade there has arisen

" in this country, the United States, a wave
of “non-segregation,” that is, that there should be an
equality in all things between the white races and the
black or Negro race. This doctrine of social equality
and the common mingling of these races is said to be
made for the purpose of eventually eliminating the Negro
race by absorption through intermarriage. This matter
of amalgamation to a great degree has been enforced
by the justices of the Supreme Court of the United
States. This tendency for “equality” in all things, has
brought a flood of correspondence from all parts of the
Church asking how it is that The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints stands out in opposition and teaches
a doctrine of segregation denying the Negro the right
to hold the priesthood. Some of these letters border on
a spirit of resentment and claim that the Church is guilty
of a great injustice, since “all men were created free
and equal” This answer is written to place us in the
right light before the members.
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No church or other organization is more insistent
than The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
that the Negroes should receive all the rights and priv-
ileges that can possibly be given to any other in the
true sense of equality as declared in the Declaration of
Independence. They should be equal to “life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.” They should be equal in
the matter of education. They should not be barred
from obtaining knowledge and becoming proficient in
any field of science, art or mechanical occupation. They
should be free to choose any kind of employment, to
go into business in any field they may choose and to
make their lives as happy as it is possible without inter-
ference from white men, labor unions or from any other
source. In their defense of these privileges the members

of the Church will stand.

Necroes May Enjoy CanurcHE MEMBERSHIP

In the matter of religion they also may choose any
faith they please. The Church does not bar them from
membership, and we have members of the Negro race
in the Church. If a Negro is baptized and remains true
and loyal, he will enter the celestial kingdom, but it is
not the authorities of the Church who have placed a
restriction on him regarding the holding of the priest-
hood. It was not the Prophet Joseph Smith nor Brigham
Young. It was the Lord! If a Negro desires to join the
Church, we will give him all the encouragement that
we can, but we cannot promise him that he will receive
the priesthood.

Let us reason together. In the Book of Moses,
Chapter 4, and in the Book of Abraham, Chapter 3, we
are taught that there was a council held in heaven and
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our Eternal Father presented a plan by which we could
come down on the earth and receive tabernacles
(bodies) of flesh and bones for our spirits which are
begotten sons and daughters unto God. We learn also
that one third of those spirits rebelled against the plan
and followed Satan. For this they were denied bodies
of flesh and bones and have to remain spirits. Why do
not those who complain about the Negro and the priest-
hood also complain about the punishment which was
given to this third of the spirits? They were denied even
the blessings of bodies! Was this an injustice on the
part of our Eternal Father? Well, there were other
spirits there who were not faithful in the keeping of
this first estate.” Yet they have not sinned away their
right to receive bodies and come to earth and receive
the resurrection. They were restricted in the privileges
that were given to those who keep their first estate and
who were promised to have “glory added upon their
heads for ever and ever.” Therefore the Lord prepared
a way through the lineage of Cain for these spirits to
come to the earth, but under the restriction of priesthood.

ResTRICTION OF PRIESTHOOD

Let me call your attention to the following passages
from the Book of Moses in the Pearl of Great Price:

And the Lord said unto me: Prophesy; and I prophesied,
saying: Behold the people of Canaan, which are numerous, shall
go forth in battle array against the people of Shum, and shall
slay them that they shall utterly be destroyed; and the people
of Canaan shall divide themselves in the land, and the land shall
be barren and unfruitful, and none other people shall dwell
there but the people of Canaan;

"~ iAbraham 3:23-28.
2Ibid., 8:26.
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For behold, the Lord shall curse the land with much heat,
and the barrenness thereof shall go forth forever; and there was
a blackness came upon all the children of Canaan, that they
were despised among all people.

And it came to pass that Enoch continued to call upon all
the people, save it were the people of Canaan, to repent;

And Enoch also beheld the residue of the people which
were the sons of Adam; and they were a mixture of all the seed
of Adam save it were the seed of Cain, for the seed of Cain
were black, and had not place among them.?

And from the Book of Abraham in the Pearl of Great
Price:

Now this king of Egypt was a descendant from the loins
of Ham, and was a partaker of the blood of the Canaanites by
birth.

From this descent sprang all the Egyptians, and thus the
blood of the Canaanites was preserved in the land.

The land of Egypt being first discovered by a woman, who
was the daughter of Ham, and the daughter of Egyptus, which
in the Chaldean signifies Egypt, which signifies that which is
forbidden.

When this woman discovered the land it was under water,
who afterward settled her sons in it; and thus, from Ham, sprang
that race which preserved the curse in the land.

Now the first government of Egypt was established by
Pharach, the eldest son of Egyptus, the daughter of Ham, and
it was after the manner of the government of Ham, which was
patriarchal.

Pharaoh, being a righteous man, established his kingdom
and judged his people wisely and justly all his days, seeking
earnestly to imitate that order established by the fathers in the
first generations, in the days of the first patriarchal reign, even
in the reign of Adam, and also of Noah, his father, who blessed
him with the blessings of the earth, and with the blessings of
wisdom, but cursed him as pertaining to the priesthood.

Now Pharach being of that lineage by which he could not
have the right of priesthood, notwithstanding the Pharaohs
would fain claim it from Noah, through Ham, therefore my
father was led away by their idolatry.*

 SMoses 7:7, 8, 12, 22.
4Abraham 1:21-27.
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OTtHER REASONs WaHY NEGrO CaNnoT HoLD PRIESTHOOD

Kindly see chapters 15 and 16, in The Way to
Perfection, for further light in relation to the reason
why the Negro cannot receive the priesthood. In brief,
it is as follows: Because of transgression in the first estate
which deprives him in this second estate. Since Cain
slew his brother Abel in order to obtain all the rights
of priesthood to descend through his lineage, the Lord
decreed that the children of Cain should not have the
privilege of bearing the priesthood until Abel had pos-
terity who could have the priesthood and that will have
to be in the far distant future. When this is accomplished
on some other world, then the restrictions will be re-
moved from the children of Cain who have been true
in this “second” estate,

We can well imagine that there will be many, after
the resurrection, both men and women, who will be
assigned to the telestial, and the terrestrial kingdoms,
and that there will be many who will complain and
accuse our Heavenly Father of injustice because he will
deprive so many of his children of the exaltation. We
may well believe that the cry will go forth from some
that God is unjust because he has restricted so many
from receiving the blessings of the priesthood and placed
them in these kingdoms notwithstanding they are judged
according to their works.



